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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DA TE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

PHILADELPHIA 

PHILADELPHIA 

1/12/70 

| 1/7/70 


TITLE OF CASE 

JAMES PAUL BROWN, aka; 

ROBERT L $ SHELLY ; 

Police Officers, York, Pa., 
Police department; 
MICHAEL6tR0NAN, aka - VICTIM 


REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 

NORMAN A. HENDRICKS rel 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

DENIAL OF POLICE PROTECTION - 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



REFERENCE 


Report of SA JOHN R. WINEBERG 12/15/69 at Philadelphia; 
Report of SA JOHN C. CONNORS 12/17/69 at Boston. 
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A* 

COVER PAGE 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED NONE 


CON VI C AUTO- FUG. FINES 


APP RO V ED 
COPIES MADE: 

tf' 2-) Bureau 


: ACQUIT- CASE H AS BEEN: 

ECOVERIES TALS I 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [^Z)yES j | NO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS | ] YES | | NO 


SPyECI AL AGENT 
/lN CHARGE 


1- USA, MDPA (JA) 

1- Philadelphia (44-1707) 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


4 V- yy /3 


d? <T7 


RECr 30 


1 jaiTmW 


Agency 



“1 




Request Reed. 
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Copy to: . 1- USA, MDPA (JA) 

Report of: NORMAN A, HENDRICKS OfficeiPHILADELPHIA , PENNSYLVANIA 

Dote: January 12, 1970 


Field Office File #: 44 — 1707 


Bureau File 


Title: JAMES PAUL BROWN ROBERT L. SHELLY; 

POLICE-OFFICERS, YORK,. PA, , POLICE DEPARTMENT; 
MICHAEL CRONAN - VICTIM 


Character: DENIAL OF POLICE PROTECTION - CIVIL RIGHTS 


Synopsis: AUSA JULIUS ALTMAN, MDPA, Scranton, Pa., gave 

advisory opinion on 1/7/70 in which he stated 
that he did not feel that prosecution in this matter 
could be sustained successfully inasmuch as the allegation 
of denial of police protection of victim, MICHAEL CRONAN, 
was unsubstantiated through interview of victim, himself, 
police, other than subjects, and civilians. 

- C - 


DETAILS: On January 7, 1970, Assistant U.S. Attorney JULIUS 

ALTMAN, Middle District of Pennsylvania, Scranton, 
Pa., gave an advisory opinion in this matter in 
which he stated that the original allegation that the 
victim, MICHAEL CRONAN, was denied police protection by York 
Police Officers JAMES PAUL BROWN and ROBERT L. SHELLY, was not 
substantiated through interview of the victim, himself, 
police officers of the York, Pa., Police Department; other 
than the subjects, and civilians , he did not believe that 
prosecution in this matter could be successfully sustained in 
federal court. 


1 * 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

PHILADELPHIA 
TITLE OF CASE 


O FFI C E O F ORI GIN 


PHILADELPHIA 


12/15/69 


investigative period 


12/8 - 12/12/69 


CHANGED (j V\ 

JAMES PACffLJ^roWN,. aka Jim; 

ROBERT L.^SHELLY; 

Police Officers, York, Pa., 

Police Department; fS. 

MICHAEL ^RONAN, aka MichaelXronin 
VICTIM \/ 


REPORT MADE'BY <•„ 

JOHN R. WINEBERG 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


i/mlb ! 


Denial of Police Protection - i 
CIVIL -RIGHTS 






Title is marked changed to show full names of 
subjects and correct name of victim. 


REFERENCES 


Bureau a irJtel u iCL ^Philadelphia, 12/4/69. 
Philadelphia air ter* t o Bureau, 12/8/69. 


- P - 


LEADS 


BOSTON: 


AT BOSTON, MASS. 


Upon receipt of victim's address from Detroit 
Office will locate and interview victim as set out in 
Detroit airtel to Bureau, 12/12/69, and Philadelphia airtel 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


ACQUIT- CASE H AS BEEN: 


CONVIC. AUTO- FUG. FINES 


SAVINGS RECOVERIES I TALS 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [ )YES [ I NO 


PENDING PROSECUTION 


O VER SI X MON THS [ 1 Y E5 | ] NO 


■ECIAU AGENT 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


COPI ES MADE:. 


2 /- Bureau 


2 - Boston 


1 - USA, MDPA 


Lj Lj - 

%3 

8 DEC Ji-8^1969 


4*EC- 89 


EX-109 


2 - Philadelphia (44-1707) 


Di ssemination Record of Attached Report 


Notation s 


Agency 


(A 


Request Reed. 
Date Fwd. 
How Fwd. 


!T^ JE spr. 
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PH 44-1707 


to Bureau, 12/8/69. 

PHILADELPHIA : 

AT SCRANTON, PA. 

After yictim is interviewed, will obtain opinion 
of USA, MDPA , 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


All persons interviewed were advised at the 
outset that this investigation Is being conducted at the 
express instruction of JERRIS LEONARD, Assistant Attorney 
General of the Civil Rights Division of the Department of 
Justice . 


The information at the York Hospital was obtained 
from DAVID STEPHENSON; Administrative Assistant by SA JOHN 
WILLIAM DAANE. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 — USA , MDPA 


Report of: 
Date: 


JOHN R. WINEBERG Office: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

December 15, 1969 


Field Office File 


44-1707 


Bureau File 


JAMES PAUL BROWN; ROBERT L. SHELLY; 

Police Officers, York, Pa., Police Department; 
MICHAEL CRONAN - VICTIM 


Character: 


DENIAL OF POLICE PROTECTION - CIVIL RIGHTS 


York, Pa., Police Department records reflect that 
at 12:20 a.m., 7/30/69, Patrolman JOHN , CRISSAMORE 
requested aid for a man being assaulted in 300 
block West Market Street. One car was dispatched to scene; 
current policy is that other units not actively engaged 
would join them. Records show MIKE CRONAN was taken to a 
hospital by car #21, Officers HELM and MC MASTER. Hospital 
records set forth. Policemen witnesses state they saw 
scuffling from next block and proceeded immediately to 
scene of fight. One suspect was caught by police but 
could not be identified so was released. Policemen subjects 
state they were about four blocks away when they heard the 
radio call for assistance and proceeded to scene where 
victim CRONAN was found. Later when leaving Ramona ! 
Restaurant where they had coffee. Officer JAMES P. BROWN 
heard a white male named FLICKINGER saying, "I loved it, ” 
several times. He believed FLICKINGER was talking about 
the assault upon CRONAN so warned him such action could 
lead to charges of assault and battery. Two neighborhood 
witnesses state no police car was parked in the used car 
lot of Dolly Pontiac at the time victim was assaulted. 

- P - 


DETAILS : 

At York, Pa. 

This is a preliminary report. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19 67-0-27 3-878 


J 


HW 42544 Doclcl: 32533681 Page 6 




c 





rt 


0 


PH 44-1707 


LEONARD L. LANDIS, Chief of Police, York Police 
Department, York, Pa., was advised on December 8, 1969, 
that an investigation of an alleged violation of civil 
rights by members of his force would be made. 


1A 
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Hi J' 


Oh—- 


ll»ii <i • • 
‘i iiini it 


. iR'iv' <i-ir. v,j) 


(\ 


J 


*<b 




federal bureau of investigation 


Dais 


I6/tv 


Oxford , 
a J- 


. sterling Frederick FUckingeb, RJ) ■//!,' New 

S*U FI?3 a 8S2v«? dci l 5 e *\ B c £° hl ® mother, DOROTHY GMJ&1$~5o8' • 
V/e»:t Kinj-i Street,., fork, Pa.., furnished the following 

' information regarding the assault on MICHAEL J. CRONAN' * 
■Former* news reporter for the Gazette and Daily, at York. 

Pa-., on July 30, 1969. 

FLIC KI NG KR said that about 9:30' to 10 p.m., in 
the early evening of. July 29, 1969, he had been In an 
automobile with', five youths, one or whom* was a member of. ■ 
the* Newberry Street Beys. He; refused to Identify these 
boys even though he knew them all. because he said that he 
old not want to rive conflicting information to that which 
he gave In testimony in a Federal Court hearing- in Harrisburg, 
-«a. , . on August-. l^, 1969 . At the hearing regarding police 
s^ivity in. the. city of York, Pa,, during the riots of July 
..969, M/ICKIWGLR bald he did hot recall whether or not he 
had told the court the names of the other five boys were 
. unknown to him or If he had not been asked as to their 
identities. 

' ' • j- 

!■ , Some time later about 1.1:30 or 1? midnight the * 

group decided to go downtown to get something to eat. They 
left the area of North Street and Newberry Street and went 
towards the center of town, They drove south on Newberrv 
^fcreet and then turned dast on Market Street, in the 30b 
t Lock of West Market Street,, the group sew the Gazette and 
Daily reporter, MIKE CROWN. FLICKINGIiiR bald that several • 
days earlier CROWN had interviev/ed about 15 of the New- 
berry Street Boy e* about ' their feelings, action and desires, 
etc., regarding the civil disorders in the city. The bovs 
felt that CRONAN had misquoted them so as not to present 
their t**ue views In the ...story that he wrote. The bo^s 
in the car with FliCKINGER wanted to get CRONAN and ° 
give him a "going . over " for his misrepresentation of tho^r 
J^^GKINGER refused . to say. what the beys had told r 
CRONAN curing the interviews and how this differed from 
what had been printed in the paper. 

They decided to get him and "bea t him up," He 

V, ' • “ 


tt* 

;• . • ■* 

t) ■’ 


1L2Z10Z69_. at New Oxford. Pa. 


.File * Philadelphia 4*1-3 707 


SAs JOHN. R. VJINRBERG and 
-.-.J0HN_W^ jRW/ kam 


Dale dicta led 1 *- /l 0/69 _ 


h ^ - — * - *. ™ ^ , 
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was' on the southeast corner of Newberry and Market Streets 
when they saw him; walking east on the south side of the 
street. FLICKINGER. said they drove around the block, and 
parked the car, (not his car), on North Penn Street behind 
the Dutch Kitchen Restaurant. They all then ent to Market 
Street and headed east with three beys on each side of 
the street. 



He vires - on the south side of. Market Street and ! 

saw a red and white police cruiser pull: up and park near ' ! 

Market ‘Street in the Dolly Pontiac Used Car Parking lot. ■' ''j 

The car extinguished its lights. He advised he saw the • 
car and thought the others did too. He went back west j 

on Market Street tc the building adjacent to the Dolly I 

Pontiac parking lot just out of sight of the police cruiser. j 

He went just a lev/ steps up the street so he could riot see j 

or be seen by the police car. 

j The other five boys he had been with stopped ‘ ‘j 

CRONAN as he was crossing the street and assaulted him. 

They knocked him down and kicked him. FLICKINGER peeked 

around the corner at the police car and saw- they did riot 

get out of their car aixl the doors were closed... They could j 

lopk out the frorit window and see the struggle in the street. 

■He] estimated that the struggle In the street with CRONAN 
and the. five boys lasted three to five minutes. . 

i . ' v 

1 x 

• i . The. next thing he saw was the five boys in the 

street run through the Dolly Pontiac lot past the front 

of | the police cruiser. Before they get to the back of the 

1o P they turned around and came running back through the 

lot..- About this time Officer SHELLEY, (he. is a former j 

neighbor), and ‘ another of fleer, ■ he later learned' was BROWN. \ 

got put of the police car. • , 

FLICKINGER then ran west on Market Street up ■ . ! 

to Penn Street . He stopped and turned to look back down I 

the, street to see what wan going on and heard a shot while ' 1 

he; was .running. He caw from the corner that a patrolman 
. was chasing two boys around the corner of the building on 
the west, side of the Dolly Pontiac used car lot. The officer 
had Vila pistol drawn and vmn within three steps of the 
twp.boys. • ■ 

He said he turned around and .rah north on Penn 
to the C & C Diner arid went in and stayed in the men's 
room for several minutes. 
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He peeked out the front door until he saw his friends, 
return to the ear they had parked near the Dutch Kitchen.' 
They picked the.ll.ith boy up at the corner of Newberry 
and Market Streets. 

1 

_ ‘ ^ After they got into the car, FLICKINGKR said one 

of the boys said -he had been caught by the police after 
running from CRONAN arid had been handcuffed . He advised 
he ; was released when he told the officer he Was from the 
Newberry Street boys and was for "whitepower * " Three 
othpr of the boys from their conversation in the car 
showed, they had been in conversation with the ‘police 
immediate !y ai ter the incident but had not been arrested 
or held for. taking part in the beating of CRONAN. They 
all [went to the York Hospital because one of the boys had 
tried to open. a bottle of beer with his teeth and had cut 
his: mouth badly so that it was bleeding and they also '> 
wanted to see what kind. of condition that CRONAN was in.. 
They talked to ChONAN and he did not recognize any of the 
boys that had beat him up. M 

. ' ' rhe boys left the hospital and went back to 

Newberry Street where they dispersed, FLICKINGKR left 
them and wound up at. the Ramona Restaurant on North 
George Street for a cup of coffee. 

. He said he was wearing a "Newberry Street Boys" 
,/.acket out in front of the Ramona Restaurant; Officer BROWN 
of the York Police Department asked him if he had heard 
about CRONAN being ."beat up." He told Officer BROWN that 
he had heard about the beating. - BROWN sad that the New- 
berry street Boys should do a better Job the next' time 
FLICKINGKR said he asked BROWN if he had known about the 
beating and BROWN told him that he had seen it from his 
police cruiser.. When FLICKINGER asked him why he hadn't 
done, any thing. about chasing and catching the guys that had 
done, it, BROWN told him that it was ail right to "beat up" 
CRONAN but that when the boys ran through the Dolly Pontiac 
lot that BROWN had to put on a little "show" of chase for 
the neighbors who had collected. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot*. 


■ ]g/r c >/6Q 


' . U*)0NARD r.y LANDIS, Chief of Police, York , City 
iol.Lcs DcpfirtinGiit j. advised that a search of* hip records 
failed to locate any investigative report o oncer hi nr the 
assault; on MICHAEL J . OR 0 NAN on July 30/ -1969; Records , • 
of the department do reflect that at 1.2:20 a # m., Petrol amn 0 
JOHN iCRISSAMORi:-. requested aid for a man being assaulted in ■ 
the 300 block of West Market Street and car one was Immediately 
dispatched to the. scene. Due to the recent civil disorders 
in town all- available units would also, respond to a call of ■ 
thi* .nature in the. event any help was needed. The records ■ 
also .reflect that • MIK1V. CRONAN,* 3‘oB West- Market Street was * 
taken to the York Hospital in car 21 by officers DONALD 
HELM land DENNIS. MC MASTER. ' i 


Tl^e records, reflect that officers ROBERT L. SHELLY 
P. BROWN Were assigned to car three, . which is 
. . Center cast car" as it patrols on the East 

Tni! S'i fc ?o-o Cl 2f? fl to the cente - r of the city. At 11*55 P.m. 
July.jjy, fUroO, _ this, car was given the assignment 

vehicjle at Philadelphia and Broad Streets and' at 

Ju 1 y ;3 0 , 1 069 , the a s s ignmen t; to . transoort a ... 

507 r South Georgs. Street, to the York Hospital. 


and JAMES 
known as the 
fc 

ido. 


to check a 
12:50 a.m. 
Mr. RALEIGH, 


On __12/Q/6t> ni York .Pa, 


f M e # Fh 1 1 ad e 1 phi a M - 1 707 ' 


Sifts 'J0I1N R. W IMKBERG and 
b v_. J QHN W 1 lt .T AM T) A A M ;; JRW/kam 


.Dote dictated 1 ^ f\ 1 / 6 9 


TK ' - ' contains neither recon, in endolions nor conclusions, ol the FBI: II Is the property ol iho FBI and k | nflnA/ | ' 

,i. and IK contents ora not to be d.slribuled outside you, agency. • * ' P «he FBI ond I. loaned »o yo^ ogency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIOADON 


Date. 


12/lh/ha 


The following was ascertained from the records ' 
of. the York. Hospital, 1001 South- George Street. FOiA(b) (7 

' ■ ■ . MJ -HAh L J. CRONAN, Social Securltv Numb erf 

tuiv^n W ioAQ dm i t M ea £° the emer sehcy room at 12:25 aim., 
b. 0 ’ being brought there In a cruiser of the York 

C ^ fcy i: Polloe Departmenfc ' Thc history reflects that l 1 -- 

e s earlier hr had been struck with shoes about the head 
right arm, right Interior chest and mouth. He had some •' 
dizziness but no unconsciousness . -He had minimal bitemporal 

and Ci a?hrt i?n r~ g9lffC: POln ln hlS arm and llp - He wfl s orientated 


Jt,he examining physician was listed as 

T M Hit T\ 


Doctjor LEON REINSTEIN, M.D. 

: OROIIAM was discharged at 2 a. mi, July 30. 1969 

and Referred to Doctor EDWIN A. RIVERA if further treatment 
required . 

I CRONAN indicated at time of admittance that, he had 
group insurance with the Gazette and. Dally newspaper in York 

P3 . ' i ' * 


- (C 


■ i _ The abb vo- information is confidential and can be 
made public only through. the issuance? of a subpoena duces 
tecum. ' Such - a subpoena shou Id* be : i s sued . 1 6 ' Mr s . BETTY JANF 
NEELY, Medical Records, Librarian, York Hospital, 1001 
South George Street, York, Pa., '17403. , 


0 n ■ 12/9/69 n * York. Pa. 


_Fiie# _PhiladelPhla M-1707 


by_ 


JOHNi WILLIAM -BAAME 


karri 


Dotedtctated. 


12/11 ,/69 


Ik .lotum.nl contain, nnlllio. mcomnini.'lnllun, nor conclailnn. at Ihn FBI: II I. Hi. properly ol ih. FBI nn.J I, Inonn.l la you. 
it uticl its conlinlt of® not to bo Jldrlbulud outsidn youf oqoncy, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


i '.Vn., 


* • i K ^ 


J)BosrtMent , •"■/pnl'flVfj'd ” •-hf* r "?ri i 153 ?* ^ f rk police 

viewed I' . " 1 ‘ h fc knowing- information- when inter-. 

' * 1 . 

working the ^a^^shin" he was 

night he was- standing 'in front of tdU 'v^°?? ly 4. after mld ~ 
st 267 West Market whj, *»«/ . ^^-Silsnt Firehouse 

. and JOHN CRiSSAMORE.”” BOWERS* sa Id -omehhf DWAR ? B0WERS 
going on in the next block' „ e ft 1 2Si5H*® bout 8 fl Sht 
three of them ntartbd rumw to^»r.H® ^ reet ar >* the 
recalled it he' saw sevm'wl^w a rd“ the f *ght. As he 
the street. when thev youthsin the middle Of 

■ what he th^ht was shot and ?ff err £ Street he heard 
fight scattered and ra^ H e contin, P ^\ 1Clpants ' of fc he ' 

and about the time he a-'rivld thene ^ fccwards the area 

and JIH BROWN brine; their ea/tnT 2 fflcep .®- ROBERT 
He could not recall wher^the!r car had ® St ° P and *»P out . 
obey were. stopped by the front of f ?° m ^ from » however, 
Poritiac garage.. ' nt of the lot of Dolly's 

When tilt: oGj’t i-cin?mfc <i 

some ran went on Man krt' Str^nh the f if ^ ht scattered 

lot Of Dol ly'tfl PonM n « f ran through the 

individual o n the lot at Dot ; iv?£ ?£ WijP ; ? apprehended an 

him back to the scene, nobody was brou ^ ht 
he had to-be released. ^ " tie to identify him bo 

beer, ppaaulted wr/'f vin^«n^.hp%f cen r* t,le man "’ ho had 

gs;? x ’Hh. 

" ,,tpsrfces rcr fch * 002 ette 8 ikl ,! S! 4 iy 8 n ®^^ 4 ‘ 


'JL 


On — j-S/ 9/60 York, Pa., 

, • : ' mKr,5: KISKBERb and 

by — JOHN WT . L U MBAAHE JRW/kam 

. ^ , - 


I , 

-File #_j > h.i 1 ad e 1 ph 1 g ^-1707 


Dnte dictated. 


12 / 11/69 


’ — «-Mire aicrarod-. ic/ll/o« 

“ - - - •• •« - ~°»m - - * - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date. 


1 ?. / 1 1/69 


' . ’■ .CHISSAHORo, Patrolman, York '.City roller. Dooart- 

nent, „.urni shod -the following Information when interviewed: ** 

.. n O'n thr ni^ht of July ?9 - 30, 1-969, hr was working 
t “ r ‘ T> -^- £0 / n-m* shift. .Shortly after midnight, he vas 
standing in front. of the Vigilant Firehouse locate* at 260 
Wrst Market Street talking with ETOWAH) BOWENG and WNM.l) HRifTT 
both .officers with the department. BOWERS statr* that therr ’ 
Y® s a fight going on wn in the 300 block of Market Direct, and 
thr three of them started running toward the fight.,-. He then 
noticed : what looked like a small group swinging somebody around 
In the street. . By the time they arrived, at Newberry Gtrret, 
th^ fight, ended and could not have lasted oyer thirty seconds. 

r ' oirrt foui ‘ or f ivr Individuals ran from the- fight 
with some going w»st on Market Street and others going through 
the lot of Doll* s' Pontiac. As' hr. left the vicinity of the 
firehouse, h~ called, headquarters for assistance on his wallcir- 
talrfijr radio; Due tr> the recent civil disorders in the cl' tv, 
ell c;ars answered all calls indicating anything of a violent, 
nature. He saw no .other, police* in the area until he arrived 
.at the scene and by then there were four ■ police cars there. • 

When iie ■ arrived • at the scene hr saw a man lying in 
thr rn.idd.lr of tlv street and later learned that hr was MlfiHAFT. 
cnoiTAH a reporter for the Gazette- and Daily Newspaper. 


9 


on Ig^l/6.9.. lot ■YOTit. I j A. 

" DA JOHN' WINFMHFG and 
bv, - DA JOHN W ILT. TAM DA AT 7 F 


f.i„* ?H III A DELPHI A- M»-l 70* 


^ OfMi Data dictated 


-!, hlv ""i 1 '*' tv \ min w*** ?» m. » .» •».. P r tM . tt ,i y „■ i b< UMi ,* i 0 .w<j •« you, 

•I ond its route, ils tir« not lb be dlilr Ibulml outsell; you- oiji-„cy. ’ - r 


ogi-n 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date IP -'l 


by. 


y or .- ri*v f- BO p- !?s » 7 i 3 3o«t»J bwV 'Btr^e-t, ' "atrolmm, 

. when fl,rniSh ^ th " infusion 

t , thr n 2 r V th ^ h - f?ht of I'llZ 29 ‘ 30, 196?, hr- vac assign^ 

til 7,1 o . nv. f l.o f a • m • shift on fo".it nfl.t“T*n7 vH m Oi-pc-t •*» 

JOHN OHisSAMORR. Shortly after nirinl ght hr and 

°l n^houfe • a?' • 

rt, talking to Office* FiONALD HRIHT who had core hv; narllrr 

£,5' If B 1C ^ f ? r ?V n of individual s on t>ark~t Street whori h* ’ 
I_lt nay cause troub.l r and. nrriodic'ally hr checked to see what 
. thry.vr.ro doing, ik- hardened to glance vest on irarket Str-? V - 
anci .»av a ■ commotion going on towards th^ mi'ddl * of tV 100 ‘ 

r n ?r rM - as ^ a c ° upv ‘ ^ f - iiys had a ttiird- ■ ■ 

Thrpr $'/ fAir an ? an 2 w * rr swinging him around in a circle. 

, r " cr . - j iv 2 ? r niy ot ^ r r individual s standing Just ont- 
oid r of who ,r^ ho was being sorting and th^y would hit at hin as 
. Passed ths-rc . Ho imnrdiattly called th<- attrnf.i on of 

CIUK^AtfOm -and to thr -action and' air of th-m start r-d." 

r unni n g to wa rd s t h r s c r rir ■. Abm j t t h t s t im r 0131 : ',r, A KO f J 5 ! c an r d 
admiarlxrs ' on his radio and as!:nd for hr\1p. 

A.v thry, r^nohnd iWbrrry CJtrrnt, hr hoard what hr 
tnoupnt was a. shot. Thr. individuals starts to scatter so 
h.o. vrnt north on M-wb-rry otr^ot to th- first alky and th-n 
vr^ston thr a.Try t;n tlv r^ar ^ntranc^ to. thr. lot. of Don~'V 
*’ o n 1 1 a c u a r a g ~ . As h ^ mitred th- lot hr arhrrhr.ndhd a whitr 
too ' : .£? cl ' : to thr . s ° r nr ? hownyrr, hr was rrirased 
a T‘ li -' -,V as i^P^ssibV' to idrntify him as one who had b^n 
assauJ ting th'- man i n thr strict. ! • 

. ; • Whrn hr turned north o n ty wbr rrv Htr^r. + hr fiu> \n+ 

•nor. any no? lc cars In Hr area, however/ when he'ewnr to " ' 
tn- front of tly lot- at 1*1 V s he saw fbitr nn"l r “urm 
■ h-n he. arriyrd there; orf icier fOiinr-T Hirirjy was oyrr The A eg ' 
on the nan 'y.i.nr In ,th- 'street and OfTlCr. r 

cnaslng sore individual s west on r'ar’-e't Htrer i- '. it/' ^ 

tnat-.-h f-r rcrr Hfinj'l caught. o n e o f thr- individunTs*' however.-, this 


y 


On -l?.n ?■'(<} 


■loi , Yo:r. ;.v,. 


-fiia * pnn.’Urtnrr F ? r _*> 


r.A JOTTTT Wrrj.iAir DAAR^-.hnd 
J\ JO JUT '/BIHBrflO . 


1 3//Bllh Dot, dictated 1 ?.'U '60 


rhi? Jocvru Qui con lu in? neither rvcommandtitions nor t ondusions of the FBI. li is thi* p.ooertv of lha' FBI nnd , 

itood its eontaots ore not to b« distributed outside your agericy. P'operly of the FBI ond is looned to your o 9 ency : 
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io <5 ^h 1 ' 3 i l ‘" 1 ’ f'j 30 . r " l eased as hr- could not b<- identified. 

.0 the best oj. nis .cnovlrdfrr the- identit-v of the 5 ndividuni s 

?h°v boi b >> 0n an T hrn f d had not learned and r-o " 3 

zr\ry nao h'-on r^lrasoc! „ ■ 

this nomt hr Saw that the nan in the street. was’ 
a T' oorter for the i ocal Gazette and IV. Hy 
,1 ’.rsnaw-r. -.Jr a'’ so' noticed that CHOHAN's eve glasses -V r »' 
comnietf'r sm^hed and .3 yin*. about 1? fen* from him in the 
" f I. lh i 62flancs ve' W r.o badly smashed h- finurrd they 
liar! f Uk r .‘^n sb rm^d on or. run' ov^r by an ant^noMl'-. ■ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Do»e_12iL5/69 


T v . , JAK r *:-s PATTI, -Drown, Patrolman, York City Police 
^rlw-nt, tos furnished with a forn mtltlort > 

•Vdvlcr of rights" by HA JOHN R. WINSBRRO. Hr rrad and stated • 
h ; undr^stood this forn. BROW? nipn«d thr waiver of <-hr S - 
rights At thr hotter of thr for n. fr> thrn furni shod "thr ' 

* oTj.m-rj.nf: '.inf o-rroat j.on: 

IP recalled going t" thr sc^nr- vh^n I'lGH/.’T, CROTIiTT 

■ nrJ^T? rt r r £ or , thr- Ga^rtt r and Daily, was assart! t<- d ' jn thr- ? 

300^1.00^ Of Wr;gt- Rtrret. oh’ that night, hr vas 

I'.or ..~ng thr ii n.m. to 7 n.n. shift and was assigned to a 

^f^? r ^ lth ‘°{ fxC S r l ?0BEHT This car vas ^ssisnrd 

to .patrol thr» c^ntrr hast ar^a. -bring thr East sidr town 
close. to thr. contrr of thr city*- ’■■ 

.. Between midnight and 1 a.m., whrn they arr on this 
^^''pp*'* 1 ^ usually stop at thr Ramona Rr stay rant fop a cun 
of coffer or a sandwich. On thr night in question, -they V r rr 
trayr'.;..in.R west on >’hi I arp I. phia Dtrret, sorirnlacr in thr 

thr" ridT ° fv, B ? rt:h Gr -orge Ctrrrt , whrn they r^e^lvrd -n call on 
thr radio, that a man was bring assart) ted- in thr mo bloc?- of 
Wr s w ij.ar rr-t ;-trr.et* As they wr-rr not on an assignment at thr 
timr and yr-rr only abm.it four- blocks from thr scene, th*v 
a 5?^ to-; th- seme. They travrlnd W r St on IP at 
I hi .ndOnhia Armt to North Newberry ntrmt, turnrd loft on 
dewbrrry ; ;trmt to .Mark ft Street, where they’nadr a right turn 

WrSt °? Wpst Karkrt Stren t against thr flow of 
traffic. It; was. only a short distance to ' the scrnr as thr 

-Ponfi-n r«o« re ? a fu aUltr x Wa f approximately in front of Doll's' 
Honti^c : ; a r a ? in th ° center to north lane of traffic. SHELLY, 
yn° was driving, stopped thr car nrar thr man and BROWN 
immediately jumped' out and started chasing, some, indiv.1 dual s he 
saw running and.hr chased them around the ' corner and n^rth on 
North Pfno Street. ' mm th*y first arrived tLrr “as ano?ho? 
cruiser. car also pulling up. to the man in the street from thr 
we st..' • * ■ . 

• Hhrfi ho cati^ back to thr scrnr from, thr - chase 


o n 12/9/69. pa. 

\ 3A JOHN !>. WINNER R<1 and 
by 5A JOHN WIITJAH DAAHF. 


jn. », flil.T.XoRJElH.A )|'!-I7Q7 

-Dole d lr ,n.^ I 


Jhis document contain* neither rswmmendolions nnr conclusion* ol the FBI. It I* the oroDerlv al the FBI i,„ .j , 

» and It* content* are not to be distributed ouHIde your aguncy . " ,0 °" ed *° VOwr .°? en ^ : 
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Ho 1 oar ry*d that it was MICHAKL C R0NAN who had been assaulted. 

CRON AH was then pi acrd in a cruiser car and taken to the 
York Hospital. . 

.BROWN was unable to recall receiving the call to 
check a vehicle at. the intersection of Broad" and Philadelphia 
Streets or what the disposition of th r matter had beep (this 
assign <=■ n t i s no txd in Police records above). TP did re c a! 1 . 
that shortly, after -the CRON AN incident, ho arid Officer 3HCIJ.Y 
transported a man to the York Hospital from ■ South George. 

Street and at the time they were at the hospital hr saw 
CRO NAN thhrr telephoning the story of the assault to his 
newspaper. 

A short time 1 ater he and SHELLY stooped at the 
Ramona Restaurant for coffee and as they were leaving, he 
overheard, a young white male saying, "I loved it" two or 
threp timrs. From thr conversation, hr understood the boy 
meant he and others had beat CHOWAN and that- they would, do it 
again. Fk warned this individual that such actions could 
lead to charges of assault and battery and he left. At the 
time, he did = not know the identity of this individual, however, 
hr later learned that his name was FT IGKINGER. • He ' has not 
talked with him sine*’' that time and has only seen him on the. 
street while hr was riding in the patrol car. 

BROW- did not wish to furnish a signed statement con- 
cerning the above at this tiro. 

The. following description was obtained., at the time 
of the interview: ■ 

Race 

Sey 

Date o.f birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair' 

• Pye S 

Complexion 

Residence 

education 




i 
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White 

fFOIA(b) (7 ) - (C) 

FOIA(b) (6) 


170 pounds ' • ■, 

B1 ack 

Brown 

Medium 

20 9 Jefferson Av r nur , York, Pa. 
High school 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

B f-‘ 1206/60 


_ • , ROBERT 1 . SHELLY , Patrolman, York City p olier 

D^nartmr-nt, was furnished with a form Entitled "Int*- rrogation: 
/■dvic^- o! Rights" form by SA JOHN R. WlTTSHKRG. ..Hr r<-ad and ' 
stated hr understood the information on the form. Hr th*-n ■ 
signed the waiver of rights at thr bottom of . thr form. Hr then 
furnished thr following information: 

On thr night MICHASL CRON AH, a rr porter for the 
jazrttr and Daily was assaulted, hr was working thr n b.n. 

• m a,pl ' shift and assigned to a patrol car with Officer JAMES 
L‘* inis car was assigned to patrol thr center rast. area 
which is thr rast side of twon close to thr center of thr ritv 
Hhrn working this, shift, they usually stop for coffer at thr Jm 

^amona Restaurant on North Grorgr street hr tw^en . midnight and 
I a.n. . - 


by 


^ nun ^ ? n u? h %r , * ht - in question, they wrrr traveling wrst 
°l 1 hi 1 adrl nhia Street, around Grorgr Street or Braver Street 
f r \ cp: ^ a cal * that a man was being -assaulted in 
t.hr bloc-'' ol rfrjut Market Street. At thr time they 
received thr call, thry wrrr not on any assignment and only a 
frw hl.OCif s from thf assault, so thry surd to thr scene. Hr 
was driving and.hr drovr west on Philadelphia Street, where 
;; r turned south on North Newberry Street. He went south to 

[; ar r: ^ rrr ^ ^ r ' r ° h * TRadr a right turn and traveled west on 
narket otrrrt the short distance to where, the man was down 

ln IK ■ Hp., drove close to where the man was down and 

wr n t to his assistance. - At this time, BROWN .jumped from thr 
car and chased some individuals they had seen firming from the. 
££££?« hr jrcalls thr, re were three or four individuals 

running from thr scene when they arrived. He estimated that 
it took them around one to one and one half minutes to rrach 

Vhrn ? ?£ n £ E°\ thr t ^ rjy haf1 rrcrlvrd thr call on thr radio. 

When they first arrived, hr saw a couple of the patrol 

cars and some officers on foot also arriving. 

, , Hp , r V^.t ^ v ^r to where thr nan was down and .noticed 

,hat it was MCHAi’.T- C ROMAN of the Gazette and Daily and then 


On 13 / 10/69 YORK, PA. 


/* 


.File#. 


PH 1 T.AdE 1 .PHIa' h-h-1 707 


GA JOHN R. WTNHBERG : and 

— — - {N wnitI -A.H DA.'ME j M h n «>. dtcloted 1, ,? n g /fio 


nor comhnlon* ol .he FBI. N i. Ih« properly of .he FBI and *' loaned lo yoor ooenty 
H ij id iis cue be dhlubulBcj ouhitlo youf 
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assisted other office 
be transported - to t hr 


rs in placing him in a Datrol car to 
York Hospital , 


«. «■- ««•*«£ K .£s 


later ho and 
Restaurant for cof fee. 
and talked brief] y with 
was FLICKINGRR. 


Officer BROWN stopped at the Rnmana 
As they were- leaving, BROWN stopped 
an individual whom he later learned 


.. . ^ SHELLY did not wish to furnish 

at this time. 


a signed 


statement 


• of the 


inJ£vi-w- l0Wlne dfiScri P tlon was obtained at thr timr 


Race ; 

OeX 

Bate of birth 

Place of birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Ryes 

Hair 

Residence 
Marital status 


White ■ 

Male 

February 24, 1 Q25 
York, Pa. 

6' tall 
160 pounds 

01 im ’ 

Brown ( gl. asses) 

Dark, turning grey 

24 South Lee Street, York. p a 

Married, wife RI.aINB j. ' 5 ’ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dnl . 


JOHN TAUGHENBAUtJH, 33'+ W*st Market Str<-rt, furni short 
the foil owing information whrn interviewed: 

Hr is employed at the Caterpillar Tractor Company 
and normal! y T^nv^s. vor!: at 11 p.n. Hr normally arrives . 
‘home between 11:40 and 11:45 p.n., e ach .day. 

Mr. .recalls the commotion on the night the reporter 
f o r thr G a Zf'ttr . and Da i 1 y was as s aril t r d on the s t r e r t in thr 
300 bloc!: of V4st Market; Ctrect. Hr was aM r to nl this as 
thr- incident as he read an account of it in the newspaper thr 
next morning. 

Around m:l dnlgh t that night, hr hoard voter- s talking 
and looked out of thr- bay window of his second floor 
a oartnv- n b . Th i s hay wi ndov ov^ rl 00 k s Market Zt rr r t • and hr i s 
abl r ; to see clearly for at. Vast one bloclc both *‘ast and vrpt 
on thr street. Mr was unable to sro anyone at this time as 
apparently th-' rr- wore two mrh talking directly beneath his 
o r, r- rj w:i ndov . At t; h i s t i m o he gl an c r d in. bo th directions on 
tb-r strrrj. and hr dor <5 no t recall seeing any individuals on thr 
street;. At this time - there was no police car narked in the 

■ lot of Do 11 1 s "’cntlac Garage, which is only slightly vest of his 
anartrrrnt and across the street. 

A coi.7 M r of minutes Wr hr again h^ard some 
ho? V ring on. thr street and his wife, who went to the window 
i: h i f. t in r , t a t-r d ■ 1 t wa s nothing but a couple of > ids 

■ ho! ring. ... . 

A f r w r i n i; i: r s aft*” r th is., hr brand . ano th r r cmnno t.i o n 
■followed by a noise 7 / hi eh sounded like a shot, from a small 
caliber gun and the- shout "white power." Hr then ran th ■ th f . 
window and inmodi a f.r 1 y looked both ' ast and vest on th-; 

;:!ro 1. CM ghtly i-n st of his apartment he notierd th'- 

■re no r t r r go r liv G a zr 1 1 •- and D ? 1 i 1 yon h i s f r t • in thr 

sou t h r rnn o s t: '! an r o.- f . 1 ra f f i c go i ng d own o n h .1. s k nr r s t h ^ n m 1 t 

his hands down on th/ roadway and roll down on hie 

• sto m a c h, ' As hr — rrt rr kche'd ' nr tt * ttr — ro^ntray? hr trr fr c Pi ;v.; t — to 


On. 


by, 


1 ? / 0/^,0 


_ot_ 


yon::. pa. 


3ft JOHN H. <jnrt 

3 A JONH .'.Jlil I AT' DAANs JHW'nlb 


P ,i. # PHIJ, A ‘t.-’S-PHI A Hi’ -1 *707 
1 9,'n /£,Q 

.Dale dictated 1 • • • J •' 


{Lis document conluins n.llKsi recommendations nut conclusions oi the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and Is loaned to your oyoncy; 
U und lls conlenls ore not lo be distributed outside youi agency. • 
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•f* 1-1707 


th^ oast and thp-n .to the west and cradled his hr ad nn his 
■f.™" ^ ' hl f !'4 !pr, » ^ r ' thought hr saw southing on the side 

of his facr hut 1 a.trr frit It. was the side piece of his 
glasses . Ar stat'- r ] h~ recognized thr reporter as hr had lived 


t in 


in thr neighborhood for some time and had S r^ him on the 
strr Ot, however, hr did not know his* name until ‘ ho road j 
thr n^wsnanor thr n^xt corning. 

• Wh<n he looted out th<> window, h- did not s«- any 
nolle- cars in .th- area at thr time and d-finit-ly thrr-> was 
no nolle-- car narked in the lot of Doll » s Pontiac’. 

At about thr time thr reporter stretched out on 
thr roadway the traffic light at thr intersection ofMn 
l-^rt and Jr- st I.ar-i^; t Street changrd from red to- grrrn for 
,?? r traffic on Market Street. The cars waiting at 

the light were about five deep in all three lanes. ' The ’’ 
reporter continued to lay in thr street and one of the cars 
actually smieaird his tir-s slightly storming to avoid 
hitting tho. report-x-. Thr drivrr of thr car holl-r-d at thr 
B ' pn ln ’ t ' hr ' street, . however, he received no answer. A couni r 
J°rC cars approached the area scene and hh^se were immediately 

^rl°^ d ..l ry 1 a , p ?. 11<if ' car * This Police car, which was travS n, 
east on , art- 1 Sjrrrt, pulled right up to the men on thr- . ' 

.»tr r ec to Protect him from any oncoming vehicles. Hr was 
not certain if this nolice car had come from Market Street; 
west of r-enn Street or if it had entered Market Street from 
;rnn street. At approximately the same time, he -.-sat-/ two 
. uniformed policemen running west on Market Street from 
Newberry street with their Runs in their hands. As they 
reached the^scenr, another police car came in from the wr S t 

lnt fJnm t ti, 5trret and the white police car came through Doll's 
lo . from the rear alley, . He was almost certain this car had 

- TO thP a] i° y brhind DoI1, s and «>'» ^mg lnto 
h th a , J ■ at thn rear as he could see the light from the 
headlights coming from that direction. 


At the time he first saw the reporter in the s tre 
he noticed a white male in his early ?0 f s, slender build * ' 
approximately 10- tall standing there with his hand's in 
Ws pn^ts watching -the reporter in the street. 1W started 
.-.ing west on Market H treat and when ho saw th«~ officers 

non 1 ^ %<:*n h f : st&rt j ™ nin * «»<> W fis 

bv onn H Thi ;\ is . th " saTnn individual who was apprehended 
y. on of the policeman and later released. Also there 


et, 
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PH 44-1707 


, v :r; two ., rr ' P P standing in front of thr Rescue Mission, further 
wost on. MarMot Street, however, they annarmtlv oniv too’- 
a ioo,c and wont insidr the mission. Hr could not further 
describe those individuals. 

.. shortly aft-r tho roller arrived, a small crowd 

and h hrh^ h wT r ’ a '' cou1 £ not ^ntify any of those poonlo 
thr incident!* hrard any of hls n °iphbors mentioned observing 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote '6 O 


<3 hr- r] i ArTGHhNBAUGK, 33^ W^st Market. Street, 

.urn^slitd th- fmiowiriR information when intr rvi-v^ 

reports fo?^roU^t, th ^ a nVn :? ° a * m -’ on W*ht thr 

• hrr M artii"nt U ;. I s and Dally was assanl Vd In front of 
a v? r . •'? hnard a commotion out. in th<- <?trrrt ou . 

™ th^nr ^ ^ V""* t 

sooranf noUcolar^In «»" ' had 

ter O «LS C ^ri^,,^ 3 i:! 3 ? 24 ? 6 ' 0 «^f and i» aW ;V to seo 


At no ti hr 


used car lot Just west of the main hujldinr 
did str- soe any police cruiser parked in this lot. 

iK ssur* 

tnr window, a npl.icr car was coning rast on Marl'-rt ot rrrf 
thVaroa.' U \ " 0t rrcaI1 "•’'in*- any other persons in ' 


On: — 1 3/9/6? • „ , YOPJC..PA. 


by. * tJ 


SA JOHN It. WINTORRO and 
/■A JOIHI W.tTJ:l A.M DAANE 




.File# , PHJt.AnRr.PHTV>. U.-nm 


Jffr//n jb — _ o«i« dictated 1 ? -j V 'C'.o. 


,,lis - ,J ' , ‘' ,,n r«r.aniiii«ifidnlinn» noi tonciutirmt of (hi hHI It . it . ,■ , . . 

i. i.tid its uinlmil* at« nolle (,» dii.tibu,^ ogt ,hl. „„„ flgBncy . ■ ‘ t>r ' M,, " ly °' ‘ hB , ‘“ l °" d “ '«"*«» •» yotit ri (| tj tic, y ; 
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On December 11, 1969, Mrs. JOE FLORENCE, 338 West 
Market Street and Mrs. DAVID LAMORA, 34*f West Market Street, 
advised that they had not seen any of the activity involving 
the beating of”a newspaper reporter on Market Street on the 
night of July 30, 1969, however, they had read about it the 
next day in the paper. They also said that in talking with 
neighbors after the event, none of them had seen it either. 

On December 11, 1969, GERRY KRAMER, 340 West 
Market Street, City Floors, advised that his business was 
closed during the hours that the assault of the news reporter 
took place in front of his store. He stated also that he 
owns two apartment buildings in the block and that in contact 
with his tenants, none of them had said anything about seeing 
the fracas involving the reporter. 



- 19 *- 
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UNl .-iD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^JriCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


0 


SA(A) JOHN Co CONNORS Office- Boston, Massachusetts 

12/17/69 

le 1h 779 Bureau File #: 

(FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) SHELLEY, 

(FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) BROWN, 

.POLICE OFFICERS, SUBJECTS, 

YORK, . PENNSYLVANIA; 

MICHAEL CRONIN - VICTIM; 

DENIAL OF POLICE PROTECTION 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Victim MICHAEL CRONIN, located and interviewed at 
Boston, Mass., 12/16/69, furnished information re 
beating he received in York, Pa., on 7/30/69 from 
unknown assailants. He stated he did not observe 
York Police in area at the time and thus he cannot 
say that he was denied policepprotection. CRONIN 
pointed out that a York, Pa. Police Officer, who 
came upon scene after his assailants left, assisted 
him and saw that he obtained hospital treatment 0 

- RUC- 


contatns neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


'i<$p 


£%*U 



12/17/69 

Date 


Mr, MICHAEL CRONIN, interviewed at the Boston 
Office of the FBI, advised a© follows: 

In July of 1969, he was employed as a reporter 
for the Gazette and Daily, York, Pennsylvania, and had 
been so employed for a little over one year. Around the 
latter part of July, a series of racial incidents occurred 
In York, During this period, snipers operated in the white 
neighborhood of North Newbury Street and, in fact, a black 
woman was killed in that area around the same time. 


CRONIN stated that he tried to conduct interviews 
among the various black groups during this period, but was 
unsuccessful. He therefore decided to talk to the people 
in the North Newbury Street area. After talking to several 
residents in the area, he approached a group of youths who 
were congregated there and they volunteered information as 
to what had taken place during the previous few days, 

CRONIN stated that the group of young people were all 
boys in their early or aid-teens and he believes they 
are known as the ”Nortb Newbury Street Gang.” 

The following day he had a story in the Gazette 
and Daily concerning the North Newbury Street Incidents, 
and the racial situation generally. 

A few days later, in the evening, on July 30, 

1969, he was sitting with two girls on the steps of their 
house at 316 West Market, a few doors from his residence 
at 308 West Market, He decided to go up the street and 
get some beer and bring it back to the girls. When he 
got up the street a short way, he passed a group of about 
five males , one of whom appeared to be in his late thirties , 
and the other four were teenagers. After he passed the group, 
they began following him. One of the men walked around in 


o n 12/16/69 ot Boston , Massachusetts F;lp# Boston 44-779 

SA(A) JOHN C. CONNORS and ~ 2 - * " r 
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front of him and struck him in the face, knocking him down 
and causing his eyeglasses to fall to the ground. The others 
then began kicking him about the head and body. He went into 
a state of semi -consciousness and he recalled that his 
assailants fled as he heard what he thought were shots, 
and it seemed to him that his assailants were being chased. 

At that time. Officer DENNY MC MASTERS of the York Police 
Department came to hi3 side and assisted him and brought him 
to the hospital for medical attention. 

CRONIN stated that he did not, at any time prior 
to the attack, or during the attack, observe any officers 
from the York Police Department in the area. He pointed 
out that the first officer he saw was Officer MC MASTERS 
who came to' his aid and saw to it that he received hospital 
treatment for his injuries. 

.CRONIN advised that he is aware that one FRED 
FLICKINGER made the statement in Federal Court, in connection 
with a suit against the police department, that he had witnessed 
the oeating and that police officers stood by and refused to 
interfere. CRONIN emphasized that he did not see any police 
officers- around during the incident wherein he was beaten, and 
that therefore he cannot say that he was denied police protection. 

CRONIN noted that he has covered the police beat for\ 
the Gazette and Daily in York, in the past and that generally ' 
his relations with the police officers have been good.. He i 

stated that some of the officers, however, consider that the 
Gazette and Daily is a leftist newspaper and thus have been 
critical of him, but he has not been subjected to any physical 
abuse or denial of rights. " 
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CRONIN furnished the 
Name: 

Date of Birth: 

Place of Birth: 
Height : 


following description: 
MICHAEL CRONIN 


Duluth, Minnesota 
5 ' 10 " 


Weight : 
Hair : 
Eyes: 


245 pounds 
Brown, full beard 
Green 


Complexion : Medium 

Military Service: None 


.FOIA(b) (6) 
FOIA(b) (7 ) - (C) 



Education : Graduate 

Michigan State University 

CRONIN advised that he would rather not furnish his 
Boston address inasmuch as he does not desire to be contacted 
further. He noted, however, that he plans to enter the Graduate 
School at Northeastern University in Boston to pursue a Masters 
Degree in English. 
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Date: 


12/16/69 


I Transmit the following in 

TELETYPE 


i ranj 
Vi l _ 


PLAIN 


( Type in plaintext or code ) 

URGENT 


(Priority) 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, (FBI (MAILJL/AND 
SAC, BOSTON- — ^ A 

y 

FROM: SAC, DETROIT (44-1197) 

0 £3 


A/ 

3'/ 




(4/ (FNU) SHELLEY, (FNU) BROWN, POLICE OFFICERS, SUBJECTS; 

“ 

^YORK, PENNSYLVANIA; MICHAEL CRONIN-VICTIM; DENIAL OF POLICE 

■ 1 J i n MU — w.mpi i - 1 

PROTECTION, CIVIL RIGHTS 

RE DETROIT AIRTEL TO BUREAU, DECEMBER TWELVE, LAST. 

MICHAEL CRONIN, VICTIM IN CAPTIONED MATTER, TELEPHONICALLY 
CONTACTED FBI RESIDENT AGENCY, SAULT STE. MARIE, MICHIGAN, \ \ 

~TT 

THIS DATE AND ADVISED HE IS CURRENTLY RESIDING IN ROOM SIX TWO 
FIVE, HOTEL BEACON CHAMBERS, BOSTON, MASS. CRONIN STATED HE 
WOULD CONTACT FBI BOSTON THIS DATE. 

BOSTON HANDLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN 
REFERENCED DETROIT AIRTEL. 

PHILADELPHIA ADVISED BY AM. // RUC 


s 



t ; l HE(r28 


a DEC 18 Jbffcd 


£l> Bureau (MAIL) 
jL~ Philadelphia (AM) 
NER/cc 



54 ap D pL C J8(969 






Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 




M 


Per 


-yli 




j 


- 
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F B I 


Date: 


12/12/69 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 


( Priority ) 


Mr, Tolson } 

Mr. DeLoach f 

Mr. Walters N 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. Casper / 

Mr. Callahan V 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt. .La . 

Mr. Cale y\ ( 

Mr. Rosen Li 

Mr. Sullivan_Lx 

Mr. Tavel ZL. 

Mr. Soyars 

■ Tele. Room 

1 Miss Holmes 

^ Miss Gandy 


Director, FBI ^ 


SAC, Detroit (44-1197) 


(FNU )^SHELLEY , 

(FNUFBROWN, 

Police Officers , 

Subjects; 

York, Pennsylvania; 
MICHAEL^CRONIN - Victim 
DENIAL OF POLICE PROTECTION 
CIVIL RIGHTS 



X'i 

>/ 


Re Philadelphia airtel to Bureau, dated 12/8/69. 

Mrs. FRED CRONIN, 101 Hazelton, St. Ignace, 
Michigan, mother of victim MICHAEL CRONIN, advised on 12/11/61 
that MICHAEL CRONIN had left St. Ignace, Michigan, via 
privately owned automobile 12/4/69 en route to Boston, Mass., 
where he will be seeking employment. Mrs. CRONIN stated that 
she does not have an address for MICHAEL CRONIN but would 
probably hear from him in a few weeks as he is expecting a 
salary check from his former employer in York, Penn. Mrs. 
CRONIN stated that when her son's address is learned she will 
notify the Detroit Division of the FBI. 


For the information of the Boston Division, there 
are enclosed for Boston one copy of ^&af erenced airtel dated 
12/8/69, letter from the Directo^ito^ Philadelphia dated 
12/4/69 and letter from JERRIS LEONARD, AAG, to the Director, 
dated 12/3/69. l .. * O'- 

t O- Bureau (RM) REC- 30 \ 

1 - Philadelphia (44rlf7t07f)b(Irif6) (RM) f • 

1 - Boston (Enc. 3) (Info) (RM) *' 

2 - Detroit :teDEC 16 1969 

mfc/cc P.CCH S°HK.83 h 


ISDEC 16 1969 




01AI2*UV» - 

, ,zw: '.vtH!"'-'* 




Approved: 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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DE 44-1197 
LEAD : 

DETROIT 

AT ST. IGNACE , MICHIGAN 

Will maintain contact with Mrs. FRED CRONIN , 101 
Hazelton, for address of the victim, MICHAEL CRONIN. 


2 - 
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•O 


Transmit the following in 
Via ,A_.I R TEL 


F B I 

, Date: 12/8/69 

( Type in plaintext or code ) 

( Priority ) 


__J 


TO: 

PROM: . 
SUBJECT: 


( 0 - 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SACi PHILADELPHIA (44-1707) 

, x & 

(|WLsheli£?,_ 

OWN,. 

Po lice Officer s f 
Sub JectsT^ 

b IX CHAE LH cRONI N , Victim^ 
CIVIL RIGHTS ■' - •""" 


Re Bureau airtel, 12/4/69. 

Enclosed for Detroit are two copies each of 
referenced Bureau air tel and letter dated 12/3/69 from 
JERRIS LEONARD, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights j 
Division, to the Director. / 

MICHAEL CRONIN, victim, left his employment with 
the Gazette and Daily Newspaper on 11 / 30/69 and went to 
101 Hazleton Street, st. Ignace, Mich., possibly leaving 
there in the near future to seek employment in Boston, Mass. 

<1 

Detroit interview per Bureau^ instruct ions . 


2f Bureau 

2- Detroit (Enc. 4)~ 
1-Philadelphia (44-1707) 




JWD: tac 

(5) 


» DEC 101969 

— -i_ 









* 


r- 



12/4/69 


AIRTSl 


:olson 

DeLoach 
V.'filtc;:; _ 

Mohr 

Bishop _ 
Cftspor _ 
CcUohcn 
Cos red _ 

Foil 

Colo 

Boson 

Si:! liven . 

Tnvcl 

Soyaro 


TO: 
FEvOi" : 


SAC, Philadelphia 
Director, FBI 


1 - Mr* Boyd 


3 


b'V'J 


ALLEGED CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ' 

ARlSlKC- mOli RACIAL DISORDERS AT 
^ . YORK, PENNSYLVANIA DURING JULY,' I9S9 , 

Enclosed are requests for five separate preliminary 
investigations received from the Department which incidents 
allegedly occurred during the racial disorders in York, 
Pennsylvania, in July, 1969. The victims mentioned in the 
Departments letters are of both the Kegro and white races. 

According to a Departmental Attorney a civil suit 
was filed in USDC Harrisburg by various Sfegro citizens in 
York, .Pennsylvania , against the York Police Department. The 
piria tiffs are represented by one Peter Hearn who is reportedly 
an attorney with the Philadelphia law firm of Pepper, 

Hamilton, and Scheeta. The Department has reviewed a transcript 
.of the civil suit.^which reportedly consists of over a thousand" 


i 

n 

s 


pages of testimony and from this review it has selected the 
eg five incidents ‘as possible violations Gf the Civil Sights Statutes 

iss. £2 has accordingly requested preliminary investigations. 

a 

us 


t 

o“~ 

:r 

g 

o 

Ltf 

•d 

u. 

< 

Z 

12 

£ 

o 


i ^ j 


Conduct the requested investigations and surep within 



AAG Jerris Leonard, CEB, USD J , T7ashingtoa, B. C. -Handle pursuant 
to Section 27, Volume II, Manual of Instructions. Indicate at 
the beginning of the details in your report that it is a 
preliminary investigation. Submit results under separate 

44139 

MS 


-caotio-ns . 


-Enclosures -10 


-JJB: 

= C4) 6 


& 


S£.-^ig)ECt 519 

Gcr.dy -- < ? . 9 ,.,, O . TTSV-AHTROOM 

. a t * '■u‘\ * nl » 




ft 



u 


• w 


f 



OtC 5. 

SEE NOTE PAGE TOO. 


I^ETYPE UN! t I 1 
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NOTE: 





Racial disturbances began in York, Pennsylvania, 
on about 7/17/69, and continued for approximately five or 
six days thereafter. The police established a curfew and 
attempted to seal off two areas of the town. There were 
numerous reports of indiscriminate shooting by whites and 
blacks but it is not believed that very many of the persons 
responsible for the shooting have been identified. 

Robert Murphy, CRD, advised on 12/3/69, that 
the Department reviewed testimony given in a civil suit 
filed by Negroes seeking an injunction against the York, 
Pennsylvania Police Department and the Department picked 
five incidents which may be violations of the Civil Rights 
Statutes and requested preliminary investigations. In 
three.incidents.it is alleged victims were struck by gun 
fire from police officers. In another, the victim was allegedly 
beaten by police following arrest. In the fifth instance a 
white newspaper man, Michael Cronin, was reportedly beaten on 
7/30/69, by a gang of white youths because he had written 
unfavorable articles concerning them. A witness reported that 
police officers observed the beating and made no attempt to 
stop it. This denial of protection could constitute a 
violation of Civil Rights Statutes. 



\ 


IIW 42544 Docltl: 32 533681 Pacje 36 



I 


I 


Form DJ-150 

(Ed. 4-26-65 )’ 


P UNITED STATES GO 'RNMENT 

r ■ ° i 

Memorandum , 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


TO : Director ' 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

from : Jerris Leonard 

Assis^an^Attorney Genera]^ 
CivilWights Divis^p-^^^ 

subject: FISRuSheLley , \FNlTBrown , 

Police Off iceVs^Subjects ; 

York, 

Mic hae IPCron in ic t im ; 

Denial of Police ^Protection 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


date: DEC 3 1969 


JL:RAM:ca 


DJ 144-63-NEW 


On July 30, 1969, a gang of white youths 
allegedly beat the victim because he had written 
unfavorable newspaper articles in the York Gazette 
and Daily concerning their gang's activities. The 
beating occurred near Doll Pontiac in the 300 block 
I of West Market Street in York. According to Fred 
-yf tELickinger , 508 West King Stre et. witness to 

* the beating, the subjects sat in a police car and 
observed the beating and did not attempt to stop it 
until other people in the area began to gather. 
Flickinger also said that subject Brown later admitted 
to him that his and Shelley's inactivity had been 
intentional. . 


This denial of police protection constitutes 
possible violations of 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242. 

Please conduct a preliminary investigation. 
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